movement advancement project

Voting Rights for Formerly Incarcerated People
No updates required since August 9, 2024

Background
Every state has laws outlining who is eligible to vote, and almost all states restrict voting for those who
are currently incarcerated for a felony offense—though a few states allow citizens to vote while
incarcerated. States differ on when and how formerly incarcerated people can have their voting rights
restored.

Scoring
e Voting rights are never lost or automatically restored upon release from incarceration, 1 point

e Rights lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole, then automatically
restored, % point

e Additional action is required post-sentence for restoration of rights, 0 points
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State-by-State Sources and More Detail

Alabama (0)

e Additional action is required post-sentence for restoration of rights (Ala. Code § 17-3-31).

Alaska (1/2)

e Rights lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole, then automatically

restored (Alaska Stat. § 15.05.030).

Arizona (0)

e Additional action is required post-sentence for restoration of rights (Ariz. Rev. Stat. §§ 16-101,

13-907; Ariz. Const. art. VII, § 2).
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http://www.sos.alabama.gov/alabama-votes/voter/election-laws#:%7E:text=Section%2017%2D3%2D31%20Restoration,issuance%20of%20certificate%20of%20eligibility.
https://casetext.com/statute/alaska-statutes/title-15-elections/chapter-1505-qualification-of-voters/section-1505030-loss-and-restoration-of-voting-rights
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/13/00907.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/13/00907.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/const/7/2.htm
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Arkansas (1/2)

e Rights lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole, then automatically
restored (Ark. Const. amend. 51, § 11).

California (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (California Secretary of State).

Colorado (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (Colo. Rev. Stat. §§ 1-2-103, 1-2-
606).
Connecticut (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (Conn. Gen. Stat. § 9-46a).
Delaware (0)

e Additional action is required post-sentence for restoration of rights (Del. Const., art. 5, § 2; Del.
Code tit. 15, § 6103).
D.C. (1)

e Voting rights are never lost (D.C. Act 23-336: Comprehensive Policing and Justice Reform Second
Emergency Amendment Act of 2020).

Florida (0)

e Additional action is required post-sentence for restoration of rights (Fla. Stat. § 98.0751).
Georgia (1/2)

e Rights lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole, then automatically
restored (Ga. Code Ann. § 21-2-216).
Hawaii (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (Haw. Rev. Stat. § 831-2).
Idaho (1/2)

e Rights lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole, then automatically
restored (ldaho Const. art. IV, § 3; Idaho Code § 34-201).
Illinois (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (10 Ill. Comp. Stat. 5/3-5).
Indiana (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (Ind. Code § 3-7-46).
lowa (1/2)

e Rights lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole, then automatically
restored (Office of The Governor of lowa).
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https://law.justia.com/constitution/arkansas/amendments/amendment-51/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-resources/voting-california/who-can-vote-california/voting-rights-californians
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/info_center/laws/Title1/Title1Article2.html
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/info_center/laws/Title1/Title1Article2.html
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/info_center/laws/Title1/Title1Article2.html
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_143.htm
https://delcode.delaware.gov/constitution/constitution-06.html
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title15/c061/index.html
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title15/c061/index.html
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/acts/23-336#:%7E:text=It%20is%20the%20intent%20of,and%20special%20police%20officers.%22.
https://m.flsenate.gov/Statutes/98.0751
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2022/title-21/chapter-2/article-6/section-21-2-216/
https://law.justia.com/codes/hawaii/title-38/chapter-831/section-831-2/
https://sos.idaho.gov/elect/stcon/article_IV.html#:%7E:text=SECTION%203.&text=In%20addition%20to%20the%20qualifications,years%20next%20preceding%20his%20election.
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title34/t34ch2/sect34-201/
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=170&ChapterID=3
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2023/ic/titles/3#3-7-46
https://governor.iowa.gov/services/voting-rights-restoration
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Kansas (1/2)

e Rights lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole, then automatically
restored (Kan. Stat. Ann. 21-6613).
Kentucky (0)

e Additional action is required post-sentence for restoration of rights (Ky. Const. art. XII, § 145).
Louisiana (1/2)

e Rights lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole, then automatically
restored (La. Stat. Ann. § 18:102).
Maine (1)

e Voting rights are never lost (Maine Secretary of State).

Maryland (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (Md. Code Ann., Elec. Law § 3-
102).
Massachusetts (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (Mass Gen. Laws Ch. 51,81
(2021); Mass. Const., amend. lll, amend. CXX).
Michigan (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (Mich. Comp. Laws § 168.758b).
Minnesota (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (MN HF 28 (2023)).
¢ Note, litigation brought in 2023 challenging the state’s new rights restoration law was rejected
by the Minnesota Supreme Court.
Mississippi (0)

e Additional action is require post-sentence before rights are restored (Miss. Const. art. 12, §
241).
Missouri (1/2)

e Rights lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole, then automatically
restored (Mo. Rev. Stat. § 115.133).
Montana (1)

e  Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (Mont. Const. article 1V, § 2).
Nebraska (1/2)

e Rights are lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole, then automatically
restored (Neb. Rev. Stat. § 32-313).
Nevada (1)
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https://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch21/021_066_0013.html#:%7E:text=(a)%20A%20person%20who%20has,as%20a%20juror%20in%20any
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/Law/Constitution/Constitution/ViewConstitution?rsn=166
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=81243
https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/voter-info/resident.html
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gel&section=3-102&enactments=false
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gel&section=3-102&enactments=false
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVIII/Chapter51/Section1#:%7E:text=Every%20citizen%20eighteen%20years%20of,city%20or%20town%20where%20he
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVIII/Chapter51/Section1#:%7E:text=Every%20citizen%20eighteen%20years%20of,city%20or%20town%20where%20he
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/Constitution
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-168-758b#:%7E:text=Sec.,at%20an%20election%20while%20confined.
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&y=2023&ssn=0&f=HF0028#:%7E:text=Description,the%20offense%2C%20and%20money%20appropriated.
https://www.mncourts.gov/mncourtsgov/media/Appellate/Supreme%20Court/Standard%20Opinions/OPA231940-080724.pdf
https://www.sos.ms.gov/content/documents/ed_pubs/pubs/Mississippi_Constitution.pdf
https://www.sos.ms.gov/content/documents/ed_pubs/pubs/Mississippi_Constitution.pdf
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=115.133
https://courts.mt.gov/External/library/docs/72constit.pdf
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/browse-chapters.php?chapter=32
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e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (Nev. Rev. Stat. §§ 176A.850,
213.157).

New Hampshire (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 607-A:2).
New Jersey (1)

o Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (N.J. Stat. Ann. 19:4-1).
New Mexico (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (NM HB 4 (2023)).
New York (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (N.Y. Elec. Law § 5-106).

North Carolina (1)

e Rights lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole. (North Carolina State
Board of Elections)
North Dakota (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-33-01).

Ohio (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 3503.21).
Oklahoma (1/2)

e Rights lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole, then automatically
restored (Okla. Stat. tit. 26, § 4-120.4).
Oregon (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (Or. Rev. Stat. § 254.470).
Pennsylvania (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (Pennsylvania Department of
State).
Rhode Island (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (17 R.l. Gen. Laws § 17-9.2-3).

South Carolina (1/2)

e Rights lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole, then automatically
restored (S.C. Code Ann. § 7-5-120).
South Dakota (0)
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https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-176a.html
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-176a.html
https://casetext.com/statute/new-hampshire-revised-statutes/title-59-proceedings-in-criminal-cases/chapter-607-a-uniform-act-on-status-of-convicted-persons/section-607-a2-rights-lost
https://www.nj.gov/state/dos-statutes-elections-19-01-09.shtml#:%7E:text=NJSA%2019%3A4%2D1%20Qualifications,of%20suffrage%3B%20right%20to%20register.
https://nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=H&LegType=B&LegNo=4&year=23
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ELN/5-106
https://www.ncsbe.gov/registering/who-can-register/registering-person-criminal-justice-system
https://www.ncsbe.gov/registering/who-can-register/registering-person-criminal-justice-system
https://ndlegis.gov/cencode/t12-1c33.pdf
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3503.21#:%7E:text=The%20board%20shall%20send%20a,the%20change%20of%20address%20information.
http://www.oklegislature.gov/cf_pdf/2001-02%20INT/hb/HB2086%20int.pdf
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_254.470#google_vignette
https://www.votespa.com/Register-to-Vote/Pages/Convicted-Felon,-Misdemeanant-or-Pretrial-Detainee.aspx
https://www.votespa.com/Register-to-Vote/Pages/Convicted-Felon,-Misdemeanant-or-Pretrial-Detainee.aspx
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE17/17-9.2/17-9.2-3.HTM
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t07c005.php#:%7E:text=SECTION%207%2D5%2D120.,disqualified%20from%20registering%20or%20voting.&text=(3)%20is%20a%20resident%20in,the%20elector%20offers%20to%20vote.
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e Additional action is required post-sentence for restoration of rights (South Dakota Secretary of
State).

Tennessee (0)

e Additional action is required post-sentence for restoration of rights (Tenn. Const. art. 1, § 5).
Texas (1/2)

e Rights lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole, then automatically
restored (Tex. Elec. Code § 11.002).
Utah (1)

o Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (Utah Code Ann. § 20A-2-101.5).
Vermont (1)

e Voting rights are never lost (Vt. Const. Ch. I, § XLII).

Virginia (0)

e Additional action is required post-sentence for restoration of rights (Va. Const. art. Il, § I).
Washington (1)

e Rights automatically restored upon release from incarceration (Wash. Rev. Code § 29A.08.520).

West Virginia (1/2)

e Rights lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole, then automatically
restored (W. Va. Code §§ 3-1-3, 3-2-2).
Wisconsin (1/2)

e Rights lost until completion of sentence, including probation and parole, then automatically
restored (Wis. Stat. § 6.03; Wis. Stat. § 304.078).
Wyoming (0)

e Additional action is required post-sentence for restoration of rights (Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 6-10-106).

Democracy Map & Additional Resources

e See our Democracy Map, Voting Rights for Formerly Incarcerated Voters, which is updated in
real time
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https://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/voting/register-to-vote/felony-convictions.aspx
https://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/voting/register-to-vote/felony-convictions.aspx
https://law.justia.com/constitution/tennessee/article-i/section-5/#:%7E:text=The%20elections%20shall%20be%20free%20and%20equal%2C%20and%20the%20right,by%20court%20of%20competent%20jurisdiction.
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.11.htm
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title20A/Chapter2/20A-2-S101.5.html#:%7E:text=%2D2%2D101.5.-,Convicted%20felons%20%2D%2D%20Restoration%20of%20right,and%20right%20to%20hold%20office.&text=As%20used%20in%20this%20section,court%20of%20the%20United%20States.&text=the%20felon%20has%20successfully%20completed,which%20the%20felon%20was%20sentenced.
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/constitution-of-the-state-of-vermont/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/constitution/article2/section1/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.520#:%7E:text=(1)%20For%20a%20felony%20conviction,of%20the%20department%20of%20corrections.
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/3-1/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.03
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/304/078/3
https://wyoleg.gov/statutes/compress/title06.pdf
https://www.mapresearch.org/democracy-maps/voting_rights_for_formerly_incarcerated_people
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