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Permanent Absentee Lists 

No updates required since April 15, 2024 

Background 
In addition to policies governing which voters qualify for absentee ballots, some states have 

implemented options for voters to sign up to be placed on a list to permanently receive absentee ballots 
each election. States differ on whether all voters or only certain voters are eligible for this option, and 
other states allow annual or bi-annual sign ups. In addition, certain states will send applications rather 

than actual ballots. Following the 2020 election, a small number of Republican states have implemented 
bans on the unsolicited distribution of absentee ballots or applications. Note: States that conduct all-

mail elections have been scored as having a permanent absentee list. 

Scoring 
• State allows some or all voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list to receive ballots, 1/2 

point 

• State allows some or all voters to sign up for an annual or bi-annual absentee list to receive 
ballots OR permanent list to receive applications, ¼ point 

• State has no applicable law, 0 points 

• State bans unsolicited distribution of absentee ballots or applications, -½ point 

Summary Table 

Category Number List 

State allows some 
or all voters to sign 
up for permanent 

absentee list 

24 states & D.C. 

Alabama 
California 
Colorado 

Connec�cut 
Delaware 

D.C. 
Hawaii 
Illinois 
Kansas 

Louisiana 
Maryland 
Michigan 

Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Montana 
Nevada 

New Jersey 
New Mexico 

New York 
Oregon 

Utah 
Vermont 

Washington 
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West Virginia 
Wisconsin 

 

State allows some 
or all voters to sign 
up for an annual or 
bi-annual absentee 

list to receive 
ballots OR 

permanent list to 
receive applica�ons 

10 states 

Alaska 
Florida 

Massachusets 
Missouri 

North Dakota 
Oklahoma 

Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Dakota 

Tennessee 

State has no 
applicable law  12 states 

Arizona 
Idaho 

Indiana 
Kentucky 

Maine 
Nebraska 

New Hampshire 
North Carolina 

Ohio 
South Carolina 

Virginia 
Wyoming 

State bans 
unsolicited 

distribu�on of 
absentee ballots or 

applica�ons, 

4 states 

Arkansas 
Georgia 

Iowa 
Texas 
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State-by-State Sources and More Detail 
Alabama (1/2)       

• State allows disabled voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (Ala. Code § 17-11-3.1). 

Alaska (1/4)       

• State allows certain categories of voters to sign up for permanent list to receive absentee 
applications (Alaska Admin. Code tit. 6, § 25.650).    

Arizona (0)       

• State allows all voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 16-544 (A)). 
• State bans unsolicited distribution of absentee ballots to voters not on the permanent absentee 

list (Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 16-542).  
Arkansas (-1/2)       

• State bans unsolicited distribution of absentee ballots or applications (Arkansas Code § 7-5-
409).    

California (1/2)       

• State allows all voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (Cal. Elec. Code § 3201). 
Colorado (1/2)       

• State conducts all-mail elections (Colo. Rev. Stat. § 1-5-401).  

Connecticut (1/2)       

• State allows disabled voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (Conn. Gen. Stat. § 9-
140e).  

Delaware (1/2)       

• State allows disabled, UOCAVA, and other defined categories of voters to sign up for a 
permanent absentee list (De. Code tit. 15, § 5503(k)).  

D.C. (1/2)       

• Allows all voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (D.C. Board of Elections). 

Florida (1/4)       

• State allows applications for absentee ballots to be effective for a calendar year (Fla. Stat. 
§101.62). 

Georgia (-1/2)       

• State prohibits election officials from sending unsolicited absentee ballot applications (Ga. Code 
§ 21-2-381).    

http://www.mapresearch.org/
https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-alabama/title-17-elections/chapter-11-absentee-voting/article-1/section-17-11-31-qualified-voter-with-permanent-disability-preventing-attendance-at-polls
https://casetext.com/regulation/alaska-administrative-code/title-6-governors-office/part-1-elections/chapter-25-administration-of-elections/article-3-absentee-and-questioned-voting/section-6-aac-25650-permanent-absentee-voter
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/16/00544.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/16/00542.htm
https://law.justia.com/codes/arkansas/2020/title-7/chapter-5/subchapter-4/section-7-5-409/
https://law.justia.com/codes/arkansas/2020/title-7/chapter-5/subchapter-4/section-7-5-409/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayexpandedbranch.xhtml?tocCode=ELEC&division=3.&title=&part=&chapter=&article=
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/info_center/laws/Title1/Title1Article5.html
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_145.htm#sec_9-140e
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_145.htm#sec_9-140e
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title15/c055/index.html
https://www.dcboe.org/FAQS/Election-Day
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0100-0199/0101/Sections/0101.62.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0100-0199/0101/Sections/0101.62.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2022/title-21/chapter-2/article-10/section-21-2-381/
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2022/title-21/chapter-2/article-10/section-21-2-381/
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Hawaii (1/2)       

• State conducts all-mail elections (Haw. Rev. Stat. § 11-102).   

Idaho (0)       

• State has no applicable law.    

Illinois (1/2)       

• State allows all voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (Ill. Pub. Act. 15 (2021)).  

Indiana (0)       

• State has no applicable law.    

Iowa (-1/2)       

• State prohibits election officials from sending unsolicited absentee ballot applications (Iowa 
Code § 53.2). 

Kansas (1/2)       

• State allows disabled voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (Kan. Stat. § 25-1122(h)).  

Kentucky (0)       

• State has no applicable law.    

Louisiana (1/2)       

• State allows disabled, senior, and other defined categories of voters to sign up for a permanent 
absentee list (Louisiana Secretary of State).   

Maine (0)       

• State has no applicable law.    

Maryland (1/2)       

• State allows all voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (Md. Code, Elec. Law § 9-311.1).    
Massachusetts (1/4)       

• State allows permanently disabled voters to sign up for permanent list to receive absentee 
applications (Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 54, §86).   

Michigan (1/2)       

• State allows all voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (Michigan Proposal 2 (2022)). 

 

http://www.mapresearch.org/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0011/HRS_0011-0102.htm
https://www.ilsos.gov/publications/pdf_publications/2021_session_laws.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/53.2.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/53.2.pdf
https://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch25/025_011_0022.html
https://www.sos.la.gov/ElectionsAndVoting/Pages/DisabledElderlyCitizens.aspx
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2021RS/Statute_Web/gel/gel.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVIII/Chapter54/Section86
https://www.house.mi.gov/hfa/PDF/Alpha/Ballot_Proposal_2_of_2022.pdf
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Minnesota (1/2)       

• State allows all voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (Minn. Stat. § 203B.04). 

Mississippi (1/2)       

• State allows disabled voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (Miss. Code § 23-15-
629(2)).  

Missouri (1/4)       

• State allows permanently disabled voters to sign up for permanent list to receive absentee 
applications (Mo. Rev. Stat. § 115.284).    

Montana (1/2)       

• State allows all voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (Mont. Code § 13-13-212(3)).    
Nebraska (0)       

• State has no applicable law.    

Nevada (1/2)       

• State conducts all-mail elections (AB 321 (2021)).  

New Hampshire (0)       

• State has no applicable law.    

New Jersey (1/2)       

• State allows all voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (N.J. Stat. § 19:63-3(a)(1)).  
New Mexico (1/2       

• State allows all voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (NM HB 4 (2023)).  

New York (1/2)       

• State allows disabled voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (N.Y. Elec. Code 8-
400(4)).    

North Carolina (0)       

• State has no applicable law.    

North Dakota (1/4)       

• State allows applications for absentee ballots to be effective for a calendar year (N.D.. Cent. 
Code §16.1-07-05(1)).  

Ohio (0)       

• State has no applicable law.   

http://www.mapresearch.org/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/203B.04
https://www.sos.ms.gov/sites/default/files/yall_vote_icons/yall_vote_pdfs/MSCODE_Elections.pdf
https://www.sos.ms.gov/sites/default/files/yall_vote_icons/yall_vote_pdfs/MSCODE_Elections.pdf
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=115.284
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0130/part_0020/section_0120/0130-0130-0020-0120.html
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/81st2021/Reports/history.cfm?ID=678
https://casetext.com/statute/new-jersey-statutes/title-19-elections/chapter-1963/section-1963-3-procedure-for-use-of-mail-in-ballot
https://nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=H&LegType=B&LegNo=4&year=23
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ELN/8-400
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ELN/8-400
https://ndlegis.gov/cencode/t16-1c07.pdf
https://ndlegis.gov/cencode/t16-1c07.pdf
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Oklahoma (1/4)       

• State allows applications for absentee ballots to be effective for a calendar year (Oklahoma AC 
230:30-5-13). 

Oregon (1/2)       

• State conducts all-mail elections (Or. Rev. Stat. §§ 254.465, 254.470).   

Pennsylvania (1/4)       

• State allows all voters to sign up for permanent list to receive absentee applications (25 P.S. § 
3150.12).    

Rhode Island (1/4)       

• State allows disabled voters to sign up for permanent list to receive absentee applications (R.I. 
Gen. Laws § 17-20-9).    

South Carolina (0)       

• State has no applicable law.    

South Dakota (1/4)       

• State allows applications for absentee ballots to be effective for a calendar year (S.D.. Codified 
Laws Ann. §12-19-2). 

Tennessee (1/4)       

• State allows certain categories of voters to sign up for a permanent list to receive absentee 
applications (T. C. A. § 2-6-201). 

Texas (-1/2)       

• State prohibits election officials from sending unsolicited absentee ballot applications (TX SB 1 
(2021)).      

Utah (1/2)       

• State conducts all-mail elections (Utah Code Ann. § 20A-3a-202).   

Vermont (1/2)       

• State conducts all-mail elections (Vermont Secretary of State) 
Virginia (0)       

• State has no applicable law.    

Washington (1/2)       

• State conducts all-mail elections (Wash. Rev. Code § 29A.40.010).  

http://www.mapresearch.org/
https://casetext.com/regulation/oklahoma-administrative-code/title-230-state-election-board/chapter-30-absentee-voting/subchapter-5-applications-for-absentee-ballots/section-23030-5-13-application-for-absentee-ballots-may-be-submitted-electronically
https://casetext.com/regulation/oklahoma-administrative-code/title-230-state-election-board/chapter-30-absentee-voting/subchapter-5-applications-for-absentee-ballots/section-23030-5-13-application-for-absentee-ballots-may-be-submitted-electronically
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_254.470
https://casetext.com/statute/pennsylvania-statutes/statutes-unconsolidated/title-25-ps-elections-electoral-districts/chapter-14-election-code/article-xiii-d-voting-by-qualified-mail-in-electors/section-315012b-approval-of-application-for-mail-in-ballot
https://casetext.com/statute/pennsylvania-statutes/statutes-unconsolidated/title-25-ps-elections-electoral-districts/chapter-14-election-code/article-xiii-d-voting-by-qualified-mail-in-electors/section-315012b-approval-of-application-for-mail-in-ballot
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE17/17-20/17-20-9.HTM
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE17/17-20/17-20-9.HTM
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/12-19-1.2#:%7E:text=12%2D19%2D1.2.,1973ff%2D1).
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/12-19-1.2#:%7E:text=12%2D19%2D1.2.,1973ff%2D1).
https://casetext.com/statute/tennessee-code/title-2-elections/chapter-6-absentee-voting/part-2-absentee-voting/section-2-6-201-effective-1162024-methods-of-voting-absentee
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/872/billtext/pdf/SB00001F.pdf#navpanes=0
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title20A/Chapter3A/20A-3a-S202.html
https://sos.vermont.gov/elections/voters/early-absentee-voting/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.40.010
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West Virginia (1/2)       

• State allows disabled voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (W. Va. Code §3-3-2b). 
Wisconsin (1/2)       

• State allows disabled voters to sign up for a permanent absentee list (Wis. Stat. § 6.86(2)(a)). 
Wyoming (0)       

• State has no applicable law.    

     

    

   

  

 

http://www.mapresearch.org/
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/3-3-2B/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.86(2)(a)

	Background
	Scoring
	State-by-State Sources and More Detail

