
 
 
 

 
                  www.mapresearch.org 

 
 

Mail Ballot Receipt Deadline 

No updates required since April 12, 2024 

Background 
Most states require voters returning absentee or mail ballots to ensure their ballots are received by the 
appropriate authority by Election Day. A number of states allow ballots to be received a certain number 
of days after Election Day if the ballot envelope is postmarked on or before Election Day. Finally, some 

states require absentee ballots to be received prior to Election Day. 

 

 Scoring 

• Mail ballot receipt deadline on or after Election Day, 1/2 point  

• Mail ballot receipt deadline before Election Day, 0 points 

 

Summary Table 
Category Number List 

Mail ballot 
receipt 
deadline on or 
a�er Elec�on 
Day 

48 states & 
D.C. 

Alaska 
Alabama 
Arizona 

California 
Colorado 

Connec�cut 
Delaware 

D.C. 
Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 

Iowa 
Kansas 

Kentucky 
Maine 

Maryland 
Massachusets 

Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 

Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
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Nevada 
New Hampshire 

New Jersey 
New Mexico 

New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 

Ohio 
Oklahoma 

Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 

South Carolina 
South Dakota 

Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 

Vermont 
Virginia 

Washington 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 

 
Mail ballot 

receipt 
deadline 

before Elec�on 
Day 

2 states 

Arkansas 
Louisiana 
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State-by-State Sources and More Detail 
 

Alabama (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by the day before the election and must be received by noon on 
the day of the election (Ala. Code § 17-11-18). 

Alaska (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by election day and received by 10 days after election day (Alaska 
Admin. Code tit. 6, § 25.145). 

Arizona (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by 7:00 pm on the day of the election (Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 16-547).    

Arkansas (0)       

•  Ballots must be received by 7:30 pm on the day of the election if sent by mail or by the Friday 
before the election for hand-delivered ballots (Ark. Code Ann. § 7-5-411).    

California (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by election day and received no later than 17 days after the 
election (Cal. Elec. Code § 3020). 

Colorado (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by 7:00 pm on the day of the election (Colo. Rev. Stat. § 1-13.5-1006).  

Connecticut (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the time the polls close on the day of the election (Conn. Gen. Stat. 
§ 9-140b).    

Delaware (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the time the polls close on the day of the election (Del. Code tit. 15, 
§ 5508). 

D.C. (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by election day and received no later than 7 days after the election 
(D.C. Mun. Regs. § 3-702). 

Florida (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by 7:00 pm on the day of the election (Fla. Stat. §101.65).   

http://www.mapresearch.org/
https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-alabama/title-17-elections/chapter-11-absentee-voting/article-1/section-17-11-18-time-requirements-for-receipt-of-absentee-ballots
https://casetext.com/regulation/alaska-administrative-code/title-6-governors-office/part-1-elections/chapter-25-administration-of-elections/article-1-general-administration/section-6-aac-25145-tracking-political-affiliation-on-voter-registration-and-absentee-ballot-application-forms
https://casetext.com/regulation/alaska-administrative-code/title-6-governors-office/part-1-elections/chapter-25-administration-of-elections/article-1-general-administration/section-6-aac-25145-tracking-political-affiliation-on-voter-registration-and-absentee-ballot-application-forms
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/16/00547.htm
https://codes.findlaw.com/ar/title-7-elections/ar-code-sect-7-5-411.html
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=3020.&lawCode=ELEC
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/info_center/laws/Title1/Title1Article13-5.html
https://casetext.com/statute/general-statutes-of-connecticut/title-9-elections/chapter-145-absentee-voting/section-9-140b-formerly-sec-9-146-return-of-absentee-ballots-use-of-secure-drop-box-possession-of-ballots-and-envelopes-restricted
https://casetext.com/statute/general-statutes-of-connecticut/title-9-elections/chapter-145-absentee-voting/section-9-140b-formerly-sec-9-146-return-of-absentee-ballots-use-of-secure-drop-box-possession-of-ballots-and-envelopes-restricted
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title15/c055/index.html
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title15/c055/index.html
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/DCMR/RuleList.aspx?ChapterNum=3-7
https://www.flsenate.gov/laws/statutes/2018/101.65


 
 
 

 
                  www.mapresearch.org 

 
 

Georgia (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the time the polls close on the day of the election (Ga. Code Ann. § 
21-2-385).    

Hawaii (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the time the polls close on the day of the election (Haw. Rev. Stat. § 
11-104). 

Idaho (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by 8:00 pm on the day of the election (Idaho Code § 34-1005).    

Illinois (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by election day and received no later than 14 days after the 
election (10 Ill. Comp. Stat. 5/19-8).    

Indiana (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by 6:00 pm on the day of the election (Ind. Code § 3-11-10-11).    

Iowa (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the time the polls close on the day of the election (Iowa Code § 
53.17).   

Kansas (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by election day and received no later than 3 days after the election 
(Kan. Stat. Ann. § 25-1132).    

Kentucky (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the time the polls close on the day of the election (Ky. Rev. Stat. 
Ann. § 117.086).    

Louisiana (0)       

•  Ballots must be received by 4:30 p.m. on the day before the election (La. Stat. Ann. § 
18:1308(C)).    

Maine (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the time the polls close on the day of the election (Me. Stat. tit. 21-
A, §755).    
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https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2022/title-21/chapter-2/article-10/section-21-2-385/
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2022/title-21/chapter-2/article-10/section-21-2-385/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0011/HRS_0011-0104.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0011/HRS_0011-0104.htm
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title34/t34ch10/sect34-1005/
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/001000050K19-8.htm
https://casetext.com/statute/indiana-code/title-3-elections/article-11-voting-methods-supplies-and-equipment/chapter-10-voting-by-absentee-ballot/section-3-11-10-11-effective-until-712024-acceptance-of-delivery-of-additional-identifying-information-at-post-office-on-election-day
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/53.17.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/53.17.pdf
https://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch25/025_011_0032.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=52129
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=52129
https://law.justia.com/codes/louisiana/2022/revised-statutes/title-18/rs-18-1308/
https://law.justia.com/codes/louisiana/2022/revised-statutes/title-18/rs-18-1308/
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/21-A/title21-Asec755.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/21-A/title21-Asec755.html


 
 
 

 
                  www.mapresearch.org 

 
 

Maryland (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by election day and received no later than 10:00 am on the second 
Friday after the election (Md. Code Ann., Elec. Law § 9-505).    

Massachusetts (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the hour before the close of polls on election day (Mass. Gen. Laws 
ch. 54, § 95).    

Michigan (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the time the polls close on election day (Mich. Comp. Laws § 
168.765).   

Minnesota (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by 8:00 pm on election day for mailed Ballots and by 3:00 pm on 
election day for hand-delivered ballot (Minn. Stat. § 203B.08). 

Mississippi (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by election day and received no later than 5 business days after the 
election (Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-637).    

Missouri (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the time the polls close on election day (Mo. Rev. Stat. § 115.293). 

Montana (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the time the polls close on election day (Mont. Code Ann. § 13-13-
232).   

Nebraska (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the time the polls close on election day (Neb. Rev. Stat. § 32-950).   

Nevada (1/2)       

• Ballots must be received by 5:00 pm on the fourth day following an election (AB 321 (2021)).  

New Hampshire (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by 5:00 pm on election day (N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 657:22).    

New Jersey (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by election day and received no later than 144 hours after the polls 
close (N.J. Stat. Ann. § 19:63-22).  

http://www.mapresearch.org/
https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-maryland/article-election-law/title-9-voting/subtitle-5-voting-by-mail-in-special-elections/section-9-505-timeliness
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVIII/Chapter54/Section95
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVIII/Chapter54/Section95
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(0lchqt4pnky0kraksqfoebng))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=mcl-168-765
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(0lchqt4pnky0kraksqfoebng))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=mcl-168-765
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/203B.08
https://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/acproposed/00025163b.pdf
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=115.293
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0130/part_0020/section_0320/0130-0130-0020-0320.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0130/part_0020/section_0320/0130-0130-0020-0320.html
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=32-950
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/81st2021/Reports/history.cfm?ID=678
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-hampshire/2022/title-lxiii/title-657/section-657-22/
https://casetext.com/statute/new-jersey-statutes/title-19-elections/chapter-1963/section-1963-22-opening-of-mail-in-ballot
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New Mexico (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by 7:00 pm on election day (N.M. Stat. Ann. § 1-6-10(B)). 

New York (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by election day and received no later than 7 days after the election 
(N.Y. Elec. Law § 8-412).  

North Carolina (1/2)       

• Ballots must be received by the close of polls on election day (SB747, 2023) 

• Previously, ballots were required to be postmarked by election day and received no later than 
5:00 pm 3 days after the election (N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-231). This was changed by SB747 (2023). 

North Dakota (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by the day before election day and received no later than the end 
of the official canvass. If the ballot is postmarked on election day it must be received by the 
close of polls on election day (N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-07-09).  

Ohio (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by the day before election day and received no later than 4 days 
after the election. If the ballot is postmarked on election day it must be received by the close of 
polls on election day (Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 3509.05).    

Oklahoma (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by 7:00 pm on election day (Okla. Stat. tit. 26, § 14-104).    

Oregon (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by 8:00 pm on election day (Or. Rev. Stat. §253.070).  

Pennsylvania (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by 8:00 pm on election day (25 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 3146.8).   

Rhode Island (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by 8:00 pm on election day (17 R.I. Gen. Laws § 17-20-16).   

South Carolina (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the time the polls close on election day (S.C. Code Ann. § 7-15-
230).    

 

http://www.mapresearch.org/
https://casetext.com/statute/new-mexico-statutes-1978/chapter-1-elections/article-6-absentee-voting/section-1-6-10-receipt-of-mailed-ballots-by-clerk
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ELN/8-412
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2023/s747
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2023/s747
https://ndlegis.gov/cencode/t16-1c07.pdf
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3509.05
https://oksenate.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/os26.pdf
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_253.070
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=25
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE17/17-20/17-20-16.HTM
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t07c015.php
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t07c015.php
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South Dakota (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the time the polls close on election day (S.D. Codified Laws § 12-19-
12).    

Tennessee (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the time the polls close on election day (Tenn. Code Ann. § 2-6-
304).   

Texas (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by election day and received no later than 5:00 pm the day after 
the election (Tex. Elec. Code Ann. § 86.007).     

Utah (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by the day before election day and received no later than noon on 
the day of the county canvass (Utah Code Ann. § 20A-3a-204).   

Vermont (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be returned to the town clerk’s office before the close of the office on the day 
before the election or to the polling place before 7 p.m. on the day of the election (Vt. Stat. Ann. 
tit. 17, § 2543).  

Virginia (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by election day and received no later than noon 3 days after the 
election (Va. Code Ann. § 24.2-709).  

Washington (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by election day and received no later than 5 days after the election 
(Wash. Rev. Code § 29A.40.091).  

West Virginia (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be postmarked by election day and received no later than the hour at which the 
board of canvassers convenes to begin the canvass (W. Va. Code § 3-3-5).    

Wisconsin (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by 8:00 pm on election day (Wis. Stat. § 6.87).    

Wyoming (1/2)       

•  Ballots must be received by the time the polls close on election day (Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 22-9-
119). 

http://www.mapresearch.org/
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/12-19
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/12-19
https://codes.findlaw.com/tn/title-2-elections/tn-code-sect-2-6-304.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/tn/title-2-elections/tn-code-sect-2-6-304.html
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.86.htm
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title20A/Chapter3A/20A-3a-S204.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title20A/Chapter3A/20A-3a-S204.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title20A/Chapter3A/20A-3a-S204.html
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title24.2/chapter7/section24.2-709/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.40.091
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/3-3-5/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.87
https://casetext.com/statute/wyoming-statutes/title-22-elections/chapter-9-absentee-voting/section-22-9-119-late-absentee-ballots
https://casetext.com/statute/wyoming-statutes/title-22-elections/chapter-9-absentee-voting/section-22-9-119-late-absentee-ballots

	Background
	Summary Table
	State-by-State Sources and More Detail

