
Laws Protecting Election Officials Against Threats 
No updates required since June 7, 2024 

Background 
Beginning during the 2020 election cycle, state and local election officials have been the targets of an 

alarming increase in violent threats and harassment. Much of this rise can be linked to the proliferation 
of unfounded claims of voter fraud and rigged elections. As a result, some states have put in place new 
laws that seek to explicitly protect the election officials who protect our democracy. These additional 
protections may include increased criminal penalties for threatening or harassing officials, interfering 

with officials in the performance of their duties, or allowing officials to have their personal information 
exempted from public records. Note: Generally applicable state laws may already be in place that can be 

used to protect election officials and prosecute perpetrators of threats or intimidation. This map is 
intended to track new state laws explicitly intended to protect election officials in response to the 

recent increase in threats and harassment.  
 

Scoring 

• State has a law protecting election officials against threats, 1 point   

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats, 0 points  

 

Summary Table 
 

Category Number List 

State has not 
passed a law 
explicitly 
protecting 
election 
officials against 
threats 

34 states 

Alabama 
Alaska 

Arizona 
Arkansas 

Connecticut 
Delaware 

Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Iowa 

Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 

Massachusetts 
Montana 
Nebraska 

New Jersey 
New York 

North Carolina 
North Dakota 

Ohio 



Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 

South Carolina 
South Dakota 

Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 

West Virginia 
Wyoming 

 

State has a law 
protecting 

election 
officials against 

threats 

16 states & 
D.C. 

California 
Colorado 

D.C. 
Indiana 
Maine 

Maryland 
Michigan 

Minnesota 
Nevada 

New Hampshire 
New Mexico 
Oklahoma 

Oregon 
Vermont 
Virginia 

Washington 
Wisconsin 

 

 
State-by-State Sources and More Detail 

 

Alabama (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

Alaska (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

Arizona (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

Arkansas (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

California (1)        

• State has a law protecting election officials from threats (CA SB 1131 (2022)).  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1131


Colorado (1)        

• State has a law protecting election officials from threats (CO HB 1273 (2022)).  

Connecticut (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

Delaware (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

D.C. (1)        

• Has a law protecting election officials against threats (DC B 864 (2024)). 

Florida (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats 

Georgia (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

Hawaii (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats    

Idaho (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

Illinois (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

Indiana (1)        

• State has a law protecting election officials against threats (IN SB 170 (2024)). 

Iowa (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

Kansas (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

Kentucky (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats   

Louisiana (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

 

https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb22-1273
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?mode=show_text&id=ID:bill:IN2024000S170&verid=IN2024000S170_20240311_0_ENR&


Maine (1)        

• State has a law protecting election officials from threats (ME HB 1354 (2022)).     

Maryland (1)        

• State has a law protecting election officials from threats (MD HB 585 (2024)).  

Massachusetts (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

Michigan (1)        

• State has a law protecting election officials from threats (MI HB 4129 (2023)).    

Minnesota (1)        

• State has a law protecting election officials from threats (MN HF 1830 (2023)).    

Mississippi (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

Missouri (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats  

Montana (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

Nebraska (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats  

Nevada (1)        

• State has a law protecting election officials against threats (NV SB 406 (2023)).  

New Hampshire (1)        

• State has a law protecting election officials against threats (NH SB 405 (2022)). 

New Jersey (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

New Mexico (1)        

• State has a law protecting election officials against threats (NM HB 4 (2023)). 

New York (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

 

https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?LD=1821&snum=130#:%7E:text=An%20Act%20To%20Protect%20Public%20Election%20Officials
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0585?ys=2024rs
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-4129#:%7E:text=Elections%3A%20offenses%3B%20intimidating%20an%20election,931b.
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF1830&y=2023&ssn=0
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/82nd2023/Bill/10415/Overview
https://legiscan.com/NH/bill/SB405/2022
https://nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=H&LegType=B&LegNo=4&year=23


North Carolina (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

North Dakota (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats 

Ohio (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

Oklahoma (1)        

• State has a law protecting election officials against threats (OK SB 481 (2023)).  

Oregon (1)        

• State has a law protecting election officials from threats (OR HB 4144 (2022)).    

Pennsylvania (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

Rhode Island (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats      

South Carolina (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

South Dakota (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats   

Tennessee (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

Texas (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats       

Utah (0)   

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats    

Vermont (1)        

• State has a law protecting election officials against threats (VT SB 265 (2022)).  

Virginia (0)        

• State has a law protecting election officials against threats (VA SB 364 (2024)).  

  

https://oklahoma.gov/elections/newsroom/2023/may/new-law-provides-security-for-oklahoma-election-workers.html#:%7E:text=Senate%20Bill%20481%2C%20authored%20by,identifiable%20information%20with%20malicious%20intent.)
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2022R1/Measures/Overview/hb4144
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/S.265
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:VA2024000S364&cuiq=cebcefa4-252a-5dcb-aeb1-7fc87d570de0&client_md=721a624e-19bb-5264-b386-6d4f8e140f79


Washington (1)        

• State has a law protecting election officials against threats (WA SB 5628 (2022)).   

West Virginia (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats  

Wisconsin (1)        

• State has a law protecting election officials against threats (WI SB 822 (2024)).  

Wyoming (0)        

• State has not passed a law explicitly protecting election officials against threats     

      

    Democracy Map & Additional Resources 

• See our Democracy Map, Laws Protecting Election Officials Against Threats, which is updated in 
real time. 

    

   

  

  

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?Year=2021&BillNumber=5628#:%7E:text=Concerning%20cyber%20harassment%2C%20addressing%20concerns,adding%20a%20crime%20of%20cyberstalking.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/proposals/sb822
https://www.mapresearch.org/democracy-maps/laws_protecting_election_officials_against_threats
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