movement advancement project

Bans on Guns in Polling Places
No updates required since July 31, 2024

Background
The 2020 election cycle saw an alarming increase in reports of intimidation against voters and election
officials. Guns at polling places, even if not used to commit violence, can be used to intimidate voters
and election officials, as evidenced by our country’s long and fraught history of political
violence, often targeted at Black voters and other historically disenfranchised groups. Combined with
the marked rise in threats to election officials and violent rhetoric around elections, the proliferation of
firearms in our country represents an increasing danger for everyone participating in the voting
process. There is currently no federal law prohibiting the possession of firearms in polling places, and
therefore these policy decisions are left to the states. Our map distinguishes between states with total
prohibitions on guns in polling places, and states with partial bans. Partial bans have exceptions for
either open or concealed carry of firearms.

Scoring
e State has a total prohibition against guns in polling places, 1/2 point
e State has a partial prohibition against guns in polling places, % point

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places, 0 points

Summary Table

Category Number List

Alabama
Alaska
Arkansas
Idaho
Indiana
lowa
Kansas
State has no Kentucky
clear Maine
prohibition on 26 states

guns in polling Michigan
places Minnesota
Montana
Nevada
New Hampshire
North Carolina
North Dakota
Oklahoma
Oregon
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Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Dakota
Tennessee
Utah
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming

State has a
total
prohibition on
guns in polling
places

17 states &
D.C.

Arizona
California
Delaware

D.C.
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Louisiana
Maryland
Massachusetts
Mississippi
New Jersey
New York
Ohio
South Carolina
Texas
Virginia
Vermont

State has a
partial
prohibition on
guns in polling
places

7 states

Colorado
Connecticut
lllinois
Missouri
Nebraska
New Mexico
Washington
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State-by-State Sources and More Detail
Alabama (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Alaska (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Arizona (1/2)

e State has a total prohibition against guns in polling places (ARS § 13-3102(A)(11)).

Arkansas (0)
e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
California (1/2)

e State has a total prohibition against guns in polling places (CA Election Code § 18544(a)).

Colorado (1/4)

e State has a partial prohibition against guns in polling places (Colo. Rev. Stat. § 1-13-724).

Connecticut (1/4)

e State has a partial prohibition on guns in polling places (Conn. Gen. Stat. § 29-35).

Delaware (1/2)

e State has a total prohibition on guns in polling places (Del. Code. Ann. tit. 15, § 1457A).

D.C. (1/2)

e Has a total prohibition against guns in polling places (DC ST § 7-2509.07(a)(5)).

Florida (1/2)

e State has a total prohibition against guns in polling places (FRS § 790.06(12)(a)6)).

Georgia (1/2)

e State has a total prohibition against guns in polling places (Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-127(b)(7)).

Hawaii (1/2)

e State has a total prohibition on guns in polling places (Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 134-A(11)).

Idaho (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
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https://www.azleg.gov/ars/13/03102.htm
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=18544.&lawCode=ELEC
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/carrying-storing-and-discharging-firearms-0
https://cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_529.htm
https://legis.delaware.gov/json/BillDetail/GenerateHtmlDocumentEngrossment?engrossmentId=35978&docTypeId=6
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/7-2509.07
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0700-0799/0790/Sections/0790.06.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2022/title-16/chapter-11/article-4/part-3/section-16-11-127/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0134/HRS_0134-.htm
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lllinois (1/4)

e State has a partial prohibition on guns in polling places (720 Ill. Comp. Stat. 5/24-1(a)(10)).

Indiana (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
lowa (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Kansas (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Kentucky (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Louisiana (1/2)

e State has a total prohibition against guns in polling places (LRS 18: § 461.7(C)(3)).

Maine (0)
e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Maryland (1/2)

e State has a total prohibition on guns in polling places (Md. Code Ann., Crim. Law § 4-111(d)).

Massachusetts (1/2)
e State has a total prohibition on guns in polling places (MA HB 4885 (2024)).
Michigan (0)
e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Minnesota (0)
e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Mississippi (1/2)

e State has a total prohibition against guns in polling places (MCA § 45-9-101(13)).

Missouri (1/4)

e State has a partial prohibition against guns in polling places (MRS § 571.107.1(2)).
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https://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/072000050K24-1.htm
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=726742
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/chapters_noln/Ch_680_sb0001E.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/h4885-an-act-modernizing-firearm-lawsthe-gun-bill-has-been-signed-and-chaptered-scanned-copy-attached-here/download
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/docs/guide/mississippi-firearms-statutes-and-codes/download
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=571.107
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Montana (0)
e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Nebraska (1/4)

e State has a partial prohibition on guns in polling places (Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-1202.01).

Nevada (0)
e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
New Hampshire (0)
e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
New Jersey (1/2)
e State has a total prohibition on guns in polling places (2022 AB 4769).
New Mexico (1/4)
e State has a partial prohibition against guns in polling places (NM SB 5 (2024)).
New York (1/2)

e State has a total prohibition on guns in polling places (N.Y. Penal Law § 265.01-e(2)(q)).

North Carolina (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
North Dakota (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Ohio (1/2)

e State has a total prohibition against guns in polling places (ORC § 3505.21(B)).

Oklahoma (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Oregon (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places
Pennsylvania (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
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https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=28-1202.01
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2022/A4769
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/24%20Regular/bills/senate/SB0005.HTML
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/PEN/265.01-E
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3505.21
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Rhode Island (0)
e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
South Carolina (1/2)

e State has a total prohibition against guns in polling places (SC ST § 23-31-215(M)(3)).

South Dakota (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Tennessee (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Texas (1/2)

e State has a total prohibition against guns in polling places (Texas Penal Code § 46.03(a)(2)).

Utah (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Vermont (1/2)

e State has a total prohibition on guns in polling places (SB 209 (2024)).
Virginia (1/2)

e State has a total prohibition on guns in polling places (Va. Code Ann. §§ 24.2-604(a); 24.2-671;
24.2-802.1).

Washington (1/4)
e State has a partial prohibition on guns in polling places (WA HB 1630 (2022)).
West Virginia (0)
e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Wisconsin (0)
e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
Wyoming (0)

e State has no clear prohibition on guns in polling places.
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https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t23c031.php
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/PE/htm/PE.46.htm
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/S-0209-As-Passed-by-Both-House-and-Senate-Unofficial.pdf
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title24.2/chapter6/section24.2-604/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?billnumber=1630&year=2022
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