movement advancement project

Drop Box Policies & Availability

No updates required since October 17, 2024
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Background

In addition to returning absentee or mail ballots through the postal service, many states offer voters the
option of returning their ballot to a secure drop box provided by election authorities. States take a variety
of policy approaches to ballot drop boxes, with some states requiring they be accessible statewide, while
other states limit, restrict, or even ban the option. MAP defines “accessible” drop boxes as those available
24 hours per day, not required to be staffed, and not limited in number.

Scoring
e Drop boxes required or allowed statewide and broadly accessible, 1/2 point

e Drop boxes required or allowed statewide but limited or restricted, 1/4 point
e State has no applicable law or policy and drop boxes are not used, 0 points

e State bans drop boxes, - point
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Summary Table

Category

Number List

Drop boxes are
required or allowed
statewide and
broadly accessible

Arizona
California
Colorado
Delaware

Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Kentucky
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Dakota
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
Wisconsin
Wyoming

29 states

Drop boxes are
required or allowed
statewide but
limited or restricted

Florida
Georgia
5 states Indiana
lowa
Ohio

State has no
applicable law or
policy and drop
boxes are not used

Alaska
Alabama
Connecticut
D.C.
Kansas
New Hampshire

5 states & D.C.

State bans drop
boxes

Arkansas
Louisiana
Mississippi
Missouri
North Carolina

11 states Oklahoma
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
West Virginia
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State-by-State Sources and More Detail

Alabama (0)

e State has no applicable law and drop boxes are not used.
Alaska (0)

e State has no applicable law and drop boxes are not used.

Arizona (1/2)

e State allows accessible drop boxes (Ariz. Rev. Stat. §§ 16-548, 16-550, 16-579, 16-584).

Arkansas (-1/2)

e State law effectively bans ballot drop boxes by requiring the voter to deliver their absentee
ballot to the office of the county clerk (Ark. Code § 7-5-411).

California (1/2)

e State allows accessible drop boxes (California Secretary of State).

Colorado (1/2)

e State requires accessible drop boxes (Colo. Rev. Stat. § 1-5-102.9).

Connecticut (0)

e State allowed the use of drop boxes in the 2020 election but has no applicable law in effect at
this time.

Delaware (1/2)
e State allows accessible drop boxes (DE SB 320 (2022)).
D.C. (0)

¢ Allowed the use of drop boxes in the 2020 election but has no applicable law in effect at this
time.

Florida (%)

e State allows the use of drop boxes statewide but restricts the availability, location, and hours of
drop boxes (FL SB 90 (2021)).

Georgia (1/4)
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https://www.azleg.gov/ars/16/00548.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/16/00550.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/16/00579.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/16/00584.htm
https://codes.findlaw.com/ar/title-7-elections/ar-code-sect-7-5-411.html
https://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/regulations/current-regulations/elections/vote-mail-ballot-drop-boxes-and-drop-locations
https://codes.findlaw.com/co/title-1-elections/co-rev-st-sect-1-5-102-9/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail/129685
http://laws.flrules.org/2021/11
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e State requires drop boxes statewide, but restricts the availability, location, and hours of drop
boxes (GA SB 202 (2021)).

Hawaii (1/2)

e State allows accessible drop boxes (Haw. Rev. Stat. § 11-109).

Idaho (1/2)

e State allows accessible drop boxes.
lllinois (1/2)

e State allows accessible drop boxes (10 ILCS 5/19-6).
Indiana (1/4)

e State allows drop boxes but restricts the availability, location, and hours of drop boxes (Ind.
Code § 3-11-10-24).

lowa (1/4)

e State allows drop boxes but restricts the availability, location, and hours of drop boxes (lowa

Code § 53.17).
Kansas (0)

e State allowed the use of drop boxes in the 2020 election but currently has no applicable law in
effect.

Kentucky (1/2)

e State requires accessible drop boxes (Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 117.086).

Louisiana (-1/2)
e State law effectively bans drop boxes (SB 144 (2022)).
Maine (1/2)

e State allows accessible drop boxes (Maine Secretary of State).

Maryland (1/2)
e State requires accessible drop boxes (MD SB 683 (2021)).
Massachusetts (1/2)

e State allows accessible drop boxes (Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 54, § 92).

Michigan (1/2)
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https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/legislation/document/20212022/201498
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0011/HRS_0011-0109.htm
https://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/001000050K19-6.htm
https://casetext.com/statute/indiana-code/title-3-elections/article-11-voting-methods-supplies-and-equipment/chapter-10-voting-by-absentee-ballot/section-3-11-10-24-requirements-for-voting-absentee-ballot-by-mail-voting-procedure-delivery
https://casetext.com/statute/indiana-code/title-3-elections/article-11-voting-methods-supplies-and-equipment/chapter-10-voting-by-absentee-ballot/section-3-11-10-24-requirements-for-voting-absentee-ballot-by-mail-voting-procedure-delivery
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/53.17.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/53.17.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=52129
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=22RS&b=SB144&sbi=y
https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/voter-info/absenteeguide.html
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0683?ys=2021rs
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVIII/Chapter54/Section92
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e State requires accessible drop boxes (Michigan Proposal 2 (2022)).

Minnesota (1/2)

e State allows accessible drop boxes (Minn. Stat. § 203B.082).

Mississippi (-1/2)

e State law effectively bans drop boxes as absentee ballots are required to be returned by mail
(Miss. Code § 23-15-637).

Missouri (-1/2)
e State bans drop boxes (MO HB 1878 (2022)).
Montana (1/2)

e State allows accessible drop boxes (Mont. Code Ann. § 13-19-307).

Nebraska (1/2)

e State allows accessible drop boxes for all elections and requires drop boxes for mail elections in
small counties (Neb. Rev. Stat. § 32-960).

Nevada (1/2)

e State requires accessible drop boxes (NV AB 321 (2021)).
New Hampshire (0)

e State has no applicable law and drop boxes are not used.
New lJersey (1/2)

e State requires accessible drop boxes (N.J. Stat. § 19:63-16.1).

New Mexico (1/2)

e State requires accessible drop boxes (NM HB 4 (2023)).

New York (1/2)
e State allows accessible drop boxes (NY Board of Elections).

North Carolina (-1/2)
e State bans drop boxes (NC SB 747 (2023)).
e Formerly, state had no applicable law and drop boxes were not used.

North Dakota (1/2)
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https://www.house.mi.gov/hfa/PDF/Alpha/Ballot_Proposal_2_of_2022.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/203B.082
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/acproposed/00025163b.pdf
https://www.senate.mo.gov/22info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=78348681#:%7E:text=This%20amendment%20requires%20any%20person,any%20political%20party%20as%20well.
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0190/part_0030/section_0070/0130-0190-0030-0070.html
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=32-960
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/81st2021/Bills/AB/AB321_EN.pdf
https://casetext.com/statute/new-jersey-statutes/title-19-elections/chapter-1963/section-1963-161-options-for-delivery-of-mail-in-ballot-by-voter
https://nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=H&LegType=B&LegNo=4&year=23
https://www.elections.ny.gov/VotingAbsentee.html
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2023/s747
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e State allows accessible drop boxes (N.D. Cent. Code § 16.1-11.1-04).

Ohio (1/4)
e State allows drop boxes but restricts to one per county (OH HB 458 (2022)).
Oklahoma (-1/2)

e State law effectively bans drop boxes as absentee ballots are required to be returned by mail or
delivered to an election office (Okla. Stat. tit. 26, § 1-101, et seq).

Oregon (1/2)

e State requires accessible drop boxes (Or. Rev. Stat. § 254.470).

Pennsylvania (1/2)

e State currently allows accessible drop boxes (Pennsylvania Department of State).

Rhode Island (1/2)
e State law requires accessible drop boxes statewide (SB 2007 (2022)).
South Carolina (-1/2)
e State bans drop boxes (SC SB 108 (2022)).
South Dakota (-1/2)
e State bans drop boxes (SD HB 1165 (2023)).
Tennessee (-1/2)

e State law effectively bans drop boxes (Tenn. Code § 2-6-202(e)).

Texas (-1/2)

e State law effectively bans drop boxes (Tex. Elec. Code § 86.006).

Utah (1/2)

e State allows accessible drop boxes (Utah Code § 20A-5-403.5).

Vermont (1/2)
e State allows accessible drop boxes (VT SB 15 (2021)).
Virginia (1/2)

e State requires accessible drop boxes (VA SB 1245 (2021)).
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https://ndlegis.gov/cencode/t16-1c11-1.pdf
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/134/hb458
https://oksenate.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/os26.pdf
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_254.470
https://www.dos.pa.gov/VotingElections/OtherServicesEvents/Documents/PADOS_BallotReturn_Guidance_1.0.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/SenateText22/S2007A.pdf
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess124_2021-2022/prever/108_20220511.htm
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/24128#:%7E:text=2023%20House%20Bill%201165%20%7C%20South%20Dakota%20Legislature&text=Title%3A,provisions%20pertaining%20to%20absentee%20voting.&text=House%20State%20Affairs%20Do%20Pass,%2C%20YEAS%2011%2C%20NAYS%202.
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2021/title-2/chapter-6/part-2/section-2-6-202/
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.86.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title20A/Chapter5/20A-5-S403.5.html
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/S.15
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=212&typ=bil&val=sb1245
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Washington (1/2)

e State requires accessible drop boxes (Wash. Rev. Code § 29A.40.170).

West Virginia (-1/2)

e State does not allow drop boxes (West Virginia Secretary of State).

Wisconsin (1/2)

e State allows accessible drop boxes (Wis. Rev. Stat. 6.85).

e State Supreme Court previously ruled that ballot drop boxes were illegal under state law (Teigen
v. Wisconsin Election Commission (2022)), before the decision was overturned in 2024.

Wyoming (1/2)

e State allows accessible drop boxes (Wyo. Stat. § 22-29-116).

Democracy Map & Additional Resources

e See our Democracy Map, Drop Box Policies, which is updated in real time.
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.40.170
https://sos.wv.gov/elections/Pages/AbsenteeVotingInformation.aspx
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.85(2)
https://www.wicourts.gov/sc/opinion/DisplayDocument.pdf?content=pdf&seqNo=542617
https://www.wicourts.gov/sc/opinion/DisplayDocument.pdf?content=pdf&seqNo=542617
https://casetext.com/statute/wyoming-statutes/title-22-elections/chapter-29-special-district-elections-act/article-1-general-provisions/section-22-29-116-procedures-for-mail-ballot-elections
https://www.mapresearch.org/democracy-maps/drop_box_policies
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